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Simply one of the best books to detail some of the important social, cultural and political discourses
that power the machinations of racialised life in Australia. Although a bit dense at times, this is a
highly readable text that respects the complexity of the concepts at hand without descending into
academic drivel. A must-read for anyone with an interest in ways of conceptualising racial difference
and, importantly, racial inequality.
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Ghassan Hage (born 1957 in Beirut, Lebanon) is a Lebanese-Australian academic serving as Future
Generation Professor of Anthropology and Social Theory at the University of Melbourne. Professor
Hage has been a very high-profile contributor to debates on multiculturalism in Australia and has
published widely on the topic. His most influential work is White Nation, which draws on theory from
Whiteness studies, Jacques Lacan and Pierre Bourdieu to interpret ethnographic work undertaken
in Australia. The book has been widely debated in Australia, with many of its themes picked up by
anti-racism activists in other countries. The follow-up Against Paranoid Nationalism is an analysis of
certain themes in Australian politics that became prominent under the government of John Howard.
Ghassan's recent work is on the relation between the ecological crisis and the crisis in inter-cultural
relations.
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Anthropologist and social critic Ghassan Hage explores one of the most complex and troubling of
modern phenomena: the desire for a white nation. In this prickly, strongly argued book, he asks
whether that desire is indeed limited to "racists." Drawing upon the Australian experience, Hage
draws conclusions that might also be applicable in France, the United States, of Great Britian, each
being examples of multicultural environment under the control of white culture. Hage argues that
governments have promise white citizens they would lose nothing under multiculturalism. But on the
ground - where people live - migrant settlement has changed neighborhoods, challenged white
control, created new demands from non-whites, and led to white backlash. This provocative book
suggessts that white racists and white multiculturalists may share more assumptions than either
group suspects.
the main thesis here is that multicultural ~tolerance~ and white nationalism are two sides of the
same coin. Both presume an Australia that is fundamentally white, where white people have and
should continue to have the power to decide who is allowed to live here and how; they differ simply
in the limits of their tolerance. it's pretty convincing and articulates a lot of what's wrong with the
state of the fucking "immigration debate" (spew). plus ghassan hage is just a great, clear, likeable
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